
Rhetorical Appeals of The Gift of the Magi by O. Henry

Characterization and the two views on the topic

The Gift of the Magi by William Sydney Porter demonstrates an impressive story in which a poor young couple sells their most valuable things in order to buy Christmas presents for each other. The storyline is ingeniously conceived and unique in style. The most famous "O. Henry Ending" can be elucidated in a number ways. By using a variety of coincidence and ironic surprise endings with ordinary characters, O. Henry as the author has successfully infiltrated profound emotions in his writings (Freeman, 1997). In addition, it evokes the most direct aesthetic and deepest experience of the audience. For example, the use of multiple rhetorical devices in the process of structuring sentences successfully improve the reader's understanding, especially their feelings. Therefore, rhetorical analysis and research demonstrate the purpose of metaphor, simile, repetition and hyperbole. These rhetorical devices are used to convey the hyperbolic representation of emotions between people. 

According to Taylor (1995), proper "inter-textual" of O. Henry, he emphasizes repeatedly to his readers that they are facing a rhetorical construct instead of reality. O. Henry has frequently used metaphor and simile throughout the whole story which allow his writing to receive a good rhetorical effect. Lin(2010) proposed that although gifts are small items which were conferred with the differing signification, they become very important as described by O. Henry. The readers can strongly feel the sincere love and humanity the small gifts symbolized（Bilal，2012). Therefore, the purpose of rhetoric is not only to polish sentences, but also to appreciate the appeal of words.
Rhetorical concepts

In The Gift of Magi, O. Henry applies rhetorical techniques to create a melancholy mood the readers’ emotions. For example, a series of compliments were made to Della's hair which fully illustrates her hair as the most precious thing, creating a profound impact. Additionally, “1.87 dollars” that Della has is repeated in the story, indicating the embarrassment of the poor couple’s life and the urgent need of the money in order to buy a present for Jim. This way of writing convinces the readers by creating a sense of resonance that resonates with the readers. Noticeably, the author tries to achieve this by describing the characters in details and repeatedly mentioning the amount of money Della has got. Hence, the author reveals a use of rhetoric appeals, leading the readers to have a sympathetic feeling towards the couple.

Relevance to the field of rhetoric

For scholars who are determined to study linguistics, the rhetorical appeal of O. Henry and the unique "O. Henry Ending" strongly attract a large number of scholars to do further analysis due to O. Henry’s rich expressions of imagery conveyed in his stories. The appeal of rhetoric enhances the true understanding of what the author intends to convey. The main objective of a large number of rhetoric writings is to better characterize the character as well as the life of the characters. In my future analysis, the significance of rhetoric appeals will be discussed as well as the power it has to highlights and emphasizes the importance of rhetorical use of text rendering and character portrayal.
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