
Rhetorical Appeals of The Gift of the Magi by O. Henry

Excerpt 1: Taylor on O. Henry’s use of Rhetorical

The story “The Gift of the Magi” by O. Henry was obviously decided to be more traditional, “One dollar and eighty cents. That was all. And sixty cents of it was in pennies. Pennies saved one and two at a time by bulldozing the grocer and the vegetable man and the butcher…” His use of quotation marks (two-thirds of the first "municipal report" is quotation and narrative interpolation of the guide) and his “inter - textual”  keeps reminding the readers over and over again that he or she is dealing with a rhetorical construct rather than reality. Additionally, besides all O.Henry’s literary shortcomings as a postmodernist, whose favourite subject concern is the nature of narrative, the most prominent element of O. Henry's work was his intense avoidance of realism (Taylor, 1995, p. B.43).
Summary

O. Henry uses various language skills to describe the essence of things. Among the many language arts he uses, the vivid rhetorical devices undoubtedly brings the readers with the most direct aesthetic feelings, leading the readers to strongly sympathise with the protagonists in the story.
Paraphrase

Taylor (p. B.43) explains that in O. Henry's writing, his effective use of rhetorical devices and his ability to focus on the essence of the story makes the readers to be more empathetic and demonstrates a unique artistic charm of his works. Additionally, for Taylor, an author’s appeal to details when using accurate monetary figures constantly remind readers of the extent of poverty of the protagonist in the story and illustrate the conviction and difficulty of his life (1995, p. B.43).
Direct quote

According to Taylor (1995, p.B.43), what attracts readers the most is the use rhetoric and writing skills, adding that "O. Henry also evokes a writing style called Skatz -- humorous, popular, natural." Writing style is determined by different writing methods and rhetorical devices. Therefore, the use of special rhetorical devices in writing will produce a unique writing style, hence enable the readers to have a deeper experience of the nature of narrative itself in order to create a stronger appealing. Through the description of the details of the characters and the clever collocation of different sentence patterns, readers have a special feeling. Different sentence patterns can produce different language effects, and rhetoric can reflect unique words to enhance readers' understanding of words. O. Henry guides readers to perceive another level of existence in the article, and the process from denotation to connotation is worth readers' thinking.
Excerpt 2: Bilal on how simile is used in The Gift of Magi

Della and Jim give each other love as the greatest gift. It didn’t matter that there was no gold watch on the delicate chain Della gave to Jim. It didn't matter that Della no longer had long, luxurious hair to comb using Jim's gifts. What matters the most is the irreplaceable relationship between each other. O. Henry uses simile to describe Della's beautiful hair as a cascade of brown waters. The way he praises it emphasises the beauty of her hair which leads the readers to be highly impressed (Bilal, 2012, p. 678).
Summary

O. Henry makes a series of rhetorical descriptions of Della's hair, using simile and metaphor successfully. This highlights the importance of hair to Della, giving readers a deeper impression of her elegant hair.
Paraphrase

Generosity is a major theme of The Gift of Magi (Bilal, 2012, p.687). However, O. Henry wants to express something more than mere apparent generosity, which is the main reason that he uses a lot of rhetoric to describe Della's hair (Bilal, 2012, p.687).
Direct quote

Bilal (2012, p.687) suggests that O. Henry wants to highlight that Della is using his most precious thing in exchange for Jim's Christmas gift and has applied a variety of rhetorical techniques to her hair, making it unforgettable in readers’ mind . As the wife of a common citizen, Della has no precious or beautiful ornaments, and her only pride is her hair. To celebrate Della's beauty, O. Henry USES similes and metaphors to extol the natural beauty of Della's hair. This also attract readers' attention and enhance their memory on Della. Bilal’s description of rhetorical methods and stylistic analysis provides important information in this story, which helps to explain the views of the two commentators on The Gift of Magi that my essay will analyse.
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