
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

©University of Reading 2014       Friday 14 November 2014 Page 1 

Using the MHRA Guide 
 

This information sheet is intended to help you navigate the relevant sections of the MHRA guide. It 
is very important that you read the following in conjunction with the ‘References and Citations’ 
section of the Undergraduate Programme Handbook. 

 

How do I reference quotations in the body of the text? 

See section 11.4, pages 64-65 (extract reproduced below to illustrate) 

 

 
 

What do I use footnotes for? 

Footnotes should only be used to offer additional information in relation to a point made in the 
main text (but remember that your argument itself needs to be elaborated in the main text).  

 

How do I reference works in a Bibliography, Filmography or Teleography? 

Guidance on citing television programmes and theatre performances are given in the 
Undergraduate Programme Handbook in the ‘References and citations’ section, and are also 
available in the ‘Changes to References and Citations’ information sheet. 

Section 11.4 of the MHRA Guide on pages 63-4 gives clear guidance on referencing books, journal 
articles, press articles (section extracted on the next page of this document). 

Section 11.2.11 of the MHRA Guide on page 62 gives guidance on citing films and recordings, 
although you are not expected to provide the distributor in the case of a film citation. 

 

How do I reference websites? 

Section 11.2.10.1-3 on pages 60-62 gives excellent advice on how to reference different types of 
internet sources in your Bibliography. In the main text, give the author, date, and the page 
number as you would normally. If a page number is not available, use a different location indicator, 
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such as a paragraph number (count the paragraphs yourself) or, in the case of an e-book, the 
‘percentage read’ location. 

Television programmes you have watched online but that have also been broadcast, or films you 
have watched online but that have also had a theatrical, DVD or broadcast release, should be 
referenced not as websites, but as films or television programmes. 

 

Extract from Section 11.4 of the MHRA Guide: 

 

 
 

 

 

 


